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the scholars of to-day refuse to study the present, and devote them
selves to the ancients on whose authority they dare to criticize the
government and mislead the people.
'Your majesty's servant, the Prime Minister, therefore ventures
to say this. In olden times when the world was in great disorder,
and without a unifying authority, there arose numerous schools of
thought, each upholding the ancients to block the policies of the
present, each cunningly adorning its empty speculations to the con-
founding of reality, and each praising its own teaching with which
to criticize the actions of the government. Now that your Majesty
has united the whole empire, and established a unitary authority for
the judgement of right and wrong (literally of black and white),
therefore, all those who uphold their own teaching and criticize the
laws, who entertain secret opposition to the government and even
openly deliberate upon its acts and policies, who take pride in dis- •
obedience and rebelliousness, who lead the people in creating com-
pkints against the government,—all these, if not proscribed, will
tend to lower the prestige of the government and create parties and
partisanship among the people. It is expedient that these be pro-
scribed.
Your majesty's servant therefore recommends that all histories
not kept by the Imperial Historian be burned: that, outside of the
documents in the Imperial College, all literature and all books of the
various schools in the possession of private individuals should be
delivered to the magistrates of the several localities to be burned in
their presence: that hereafter all those who dare to hold open dis-
cussions on the forbidden books should be held liable to capital
punishment, that all who uphold the ancients to criticize the present
government should be punished by death together with their whole
families: that all officers of the law who fail to report any such
offences within their knowledge should be punished with the same
penalty as the offenders themselves: and that any one who fails to
burn his books within thirty days after the date of the ordinance
should be sentenced to periods of hard labour. Only books on
medicine, divination, and horticulture are exempt from this law.
Hereafter, the people who wish to know the laws and orders of
the government, should go to the officers of the law.*
And the Emperor decreed: 'Let it be done*.
sse-ma kuang's History (Bk. VI).

